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In this course, learners will be introduced to the basic concepts and components of qualitative
research with a specific focus on TESOL and Applied Linguistics. Learners will be guided
through a series of lessons which will not only increase their understanding of qualitative
methods, but also foster their confidence and ability to conduct a qualitative research study.
The contents of this course will be broken into 5 main sections (Philosophical underpinnings,
Qualitative research design, Data collection strategies, & Data analysis), each building and
expanding on the content and skills developed in the previous section. This course is useful
for students to understand the basics of qualitative research. Additionally, this course can aid
students in planning and conducting their own research project. This course is open to all
students, however, it is recommended that the course is taken during the first year of study in
order to foster the skills that may be needed in the second year of study and beyond.

There is no required text for this course, however, the following books are highly

recommended:

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2017). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among
five approaches. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage publications.

D&rnyei, Z. (2007) Research Methods in Applied Linguistics. Oxford, UK: Oxford University

Press.

Tracy, S. J. (2013). Qualitative research methods. Oxford, UK: Wiley—Blackwell.



*Note: within classes and course materials, various references will be made to additional
sources that may assist you.

Charmaz, K. (2014). Constructing grounded theory. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Corbin, J., Strauss, A., & Strauss, A. L. (2014). Basics of qualitative research. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2017). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among
23 five approaches. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage publications.

Kvale, S. (2008). Doing interviews. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage publications.

Saldafia, J. (2015). The coding manual for qualitative researchers. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
publications.

Tracy, S. J. (2013). Qualitative research methods. Oxford, UK: Wiley-Blackwell.

Students will engage in an eclectic variety of lectures, discussions, activities, and practical
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Lecturing)

(5)71 Bt
=1 v =} =
(B% 2 22 (gay 2o v
ZZME,
(1) BZAL(2) 7| HA )
. _ . TUEONE &)
= = (3)&24 (4)2td = (Et
c
(Midterm (Final (Attendance) (Assignment) .
(Presentation,
Exam) Exam) . .
discussion, H 2 Aoy
project,
participation))
ste gy
(Evaluation) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
¥ FI7HM Y Grading breakdown:
Attendance: 20 %
Participation, Professionalism, Excellence: 20 %
Assignments:20 %
Final portfolio:40 %
Total 100 %
7| EfokLf g2l S ol Alsk By the end of the course, learners will have:
(Further Information
& Notice) 1. gained deeper insight into their own epistemological and ontological perspectives.

2. developed a deeper understanding of core principles, approaches, and procedures of
qualitative research.



3. familiarized themselves with various qualitative data collection strategies.

4. developed the ability to analyze gualitative data.

5. developed higher confidence in designing and conducting their own gualitative research.
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Week Contents
1st Introduction to the qualitative research course
ond Philosophical underpinnings: Understanding the rationale behind qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed methods research
3rg Approaches to qualitative inquiry: Narrative research, phenomenological research, grounded
theory research, ethnographic research, case study research
ath Research design: Deciding on a purpose (who, what, where, when, why)
5th Research design: Developing qualitative research questions
6th Research design: Ethical considerations
7th Data collection strategies: An overview of various data collection strategies
8th Data collection strategies: Interviews, focus groups, & transcription
9th Data collection strategies: Piloting an interview schedule & transcribing data
10th Data collection strategies: Observations
11th Data collection strategies: Observation practice & creating field notes
12th Data analysis: Introduction to qualitative data analysis & Nvivo software
13th Data analysis: Coding qualitative data with Nvivo software
14th Data analysis: Interpreting and reporting the findings
15th Data analysis: Interpreting and reporting the findings

16th
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